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discovered "the only possible method") 5 superciliousness ("We
have done with the old fogeys"); cliqueishness ("No one shall
have wit, but ourselves and our friends")* A school imposes
upon a writer a false consistency. It is a great pity that Zola,
as head of the Naturalistic School, should have felt obliged to
be so steadily "naturalistic" j if it brought out and sustained cer-
tain aspects of his talent, it warped or repressed others. In many
cases, this enforced conformity is altogether alien to the spirit
of the man. It frequently happens that poets, in their earlier
works, speak with two voices, that of their school and their
own 5 and the voices may be discordant.

These dangers are great when a school holds sway for a long
period, as was the case with Classicism, Romanticism and Real-
ism. We shall never know how much originality they have
thwarted or distorted. The present multiplicity of cliques and
movements is a blessing in disguise. These groups are too
numerous and too short-lived to be taken tragically. In a cir-
cuitous, paradoxical and entertaining manner, they are leading
us back to tolerance and catholicity.

There is therefore a manifest waning in the influence of
schools: when there are too many dictators, public taste is free.
Free, but more helpless than ever. If the much-touted "new
ways" offer us a maze instead of a well-marked path, if we
cannot follow even the Greenwich Villagers, whither shall we
turn?

The decadence of the old aristocracies in Europe left the
field dear for plutocracy, which does not quite know what to
do with its power. Similarly, the crumbling down of all con-
scious minorities, the keepers of the scholarly tradition, the
academies, the courts, the drawing rooms, the schools and
cliques, simply increases the power of "plutocracy" in letters,
the commercial element, the book trade. At present, the pub-
lishers are the only organized influence in the literary world.
Vox Poptli is as inarticulate as ever: it can only grunt a con-